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“Unity”? Sunday School Lessons—Series VIII. 


STORIES FROM GENESIS. 
BY MRS. ELIZA R. SUNDERLAND, 


The References in this Series of Lessons are to the Book of Genesis, and to 
the little volume entitled ** Stories from the Book of Genesis,’ by Richard 
Bartram. London, 1881. pp.128. 40 cts. For sale by the Colegrove Book 
Co., Chicago. References to the latter are made by the abbreviation (S.f. B. 
G.) ‘The Bible for Learners,” Vol. 1, pp. 1-240, will furnish valuable 
assistance in the more critical study of the lessons. 


LESSON I. 


THE STORY OF CREATION. 

GOLDEN TEXT.—"In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth.” 

{. DEFINITIONS AND THE STORY.—Where is this story found ? 
Meaning of the word Bible? (S. f. B. G.p.1.) OF Genesis ? (S. f. B. G. 
p. 4.) What ‘beginnings’ are told about in the book of Genesis? Was 
anybody living when the world began? Could anybody know just how 
it began? Whatis alegend? (S. f. B. G.p.4.) Tell the story, or legend, 
of Creation. (Genesis I,andS. f. B. G. pp. 5-8.) 

IO, ORDER OF CREATION.—Here is the order of Creation by days; 
who willlearn it, to recite without the paper, by next Sunday? Jirst 
day, Light; second, the Firmament;: third, Plants; fourth, Sun, Moon 
and Stars; ji/th, Fishes and Birds; sixth, Land Animals, including Man. 
What was made first? What second? Meaning of ‘‘Firmament?’ 
When you look upward does there appear to you to bea hard blue wall 
overhead? What do wecall the men who have found out that thereis 
no wall there? and what is the name of the instrument which helped 
them to findit out? What was madeon the third day? What on the 
fourth? Do you think there could have been day and night before there 
was any sun? Could the grass, trees, flowers and fruit have come before 
the sun ? 

What was made on the fifth day? What on the sixth? 

Ill. OTHER STORIES AND THEORIES OF CREATION.—There is 
asomewhat different story given in Genesis II: 4-22. Where did the 
writer of Genesis get the two and why did he put them both into his 


book? (S.f. B.G. pp. 8 and 9.) 
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Have men ever given any other answer to the question how the world 
eame to be asit nowis? Many people think that the earth, and all 
things, instead of being made at once, came to be as they are by very, 
very slow changes,—'t Evolution ”’ they call it. 


IV. TIME REQUIRED TO MAKE A WORLD.—How long does the 
Genesis story say it took to make all things? Ask your teacher how 
long wise men now think the world has been in growing or * develop- 
ing” into what it is at present. 


V. MAN IN THE IMAGE OF GOD.—When it is said that God created 
man ‘in his own image,” ‘‘after his own likeness,” what is meant? God 
isa Spirit; he is Love,and Wisdom,and Justice,and Truth, and it is be- 
cause wecan love and know, and be just and true, and because we can 
aspire to know and he like Godin all these things, that we may be said 
to be made ‘in God’s image.” 


VI. MAN’S DOMINION OVER NATURE.—What does the writer of 
Genesis say God gave to man? (S. f. B.G. p.8. Gen, 1: 28.) Meaning of 
‘dominion?’ In what sense is it true that man has dominion over the 
earth, with its animals and plants? Did he have this dominion from the 
first, or did he gradually win it? The lowest savages to-day cannot pro- 
tect themselves from the cold, do not know how to till the earth, or to 
store up food for winter, and they have no domestic animals for use or 
food. They have not yet got dominion over nature. Isita gift of God, 
then, if man has acquired it for himself? Whence comes the power to 
think and reason, which enables man to control nature ? 


VII. GOD RESTING.—On the seventh day, the story says, ‘God 
rested.’’ Do you think God ever gets tired and needs to rest? See Is. 
XL: 28. What does Jesus say about it? John V:17. 


SUMMARY. 


1. This story of Creation cannot all be true as to fact. 

2. The writer of it felt,and Ithink hisstory must make us feel, that, 
however it was done, God made all things, and that he plans and cares for 
all his works. 


3. This makes the story in the deepest sense beautiful and true. 


ADDITIONAL TOPICS FOR BIBLE CLASSES. 


Growth of Legends. Comparison of Jewish with other legends. Liter- 
ary value of these Genesis legends. Their value to religious history. 
Valne of the two accounts of Creation to Biblical criticism, Can the 
Genesis stories of Creation be reconciled with science? Does the evo- 
Jution theory dispense with the need of a God? 
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CA 


LESSON II. 
THE FIRST MAN AND WOMAN. 

GOLDEN TEXT.—‘'So God created man in his own image,in the image 
of God created he him.” 

I, MAN'S ORIGIN.—Who can recite the ‘‘ order of creation”’ as given 
in our last lesson? Will you write the order as given in to-day’s lesson ? 
(1, Rain; 2, Man; 3, Plants, 4, Beasts and Birds; 5, Woman.) How do 
they differ ? Read in each account what is said about the creation of man | 
and see how they differ. (Gen. I: 26-27. IL: 7, 21,22. S.f. B. G, pp. 7, 11 
and 13.) Name of the first man? Meaning of Adam? What was the 
first woman's name? Meaning? How does the story say she was 
made? Can you imagine how such a curious story could have come to 
be told and believed? (S.f. B.G. p. 13.) 

Ask your teacher to tell you about Mr. Charles Darwin, and how he 
thinks man came on the earth. If Mr. Darwin is right would man be 
any the less created by God than if he had been made directly out of 
dust ? 

Il. MAN A LIVING SOUL.—When God “ breathed into his nostrils,” 
what are we told man became? What does *' becoming a living soul” 
mean? I think it means, for one thing, (and thisis what I care most to 
jhave you think of just now,) man’s coming to have the power to see the 
difference between right and wrong, and to feel that he ough/ to do the 
right and not do the wrong. Suppose any of us don’t try to obey this 
*“T ought,” will we grow upward or downward? More into “living 
souls’? and into ‘‘ likeness to God,” or more into likeness to lower ani- 
mals? 

IIL THE HOME IN EDEN.—Where does the story say God put the 
first man’? What kind of companions are we told were first given him ? 
What is said about naming the animals? Do you think that was the 
way all the animalsin the world got theirnames? What is said were 
in the garden where Adam and Eve had their home? (Gen. II: 9. 
S. f. B.G. p.11.) What permission did they receive, and what prohibi- 
tion? (Gen; II: 16,17. S.f. B. G.p.12.) Does God ever tell people now 
what they must or must not do? How? By means of parents and 
teachers, and through experience, reason, and conscience. Do you think 
God might have taught Adam what was right and wrong in one of these 


ways? 
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When Theodore Parker (ask your teacher who he was) was a little 
boy, four years old, he one day took up astick to throw at a spotted tor- 
toise, when something checked his arm,and he wassure he heard a 
voice within hin, lond and clear, saying, “It is wrong.” Tleran home 
andasked his mother what it wasthat told him it was wrong. She 
replied, ‘Some people call it conscience, ut T prefer to call it the voice 
of God.” 


IV. THE TEMPTATION.—What persuaded Adam and Ive to dis- 
obey God's command? (Gen, III: 15. S.f. B. G. p. 5.) What do we 
call those stories which represent animals as talking? Aresuch /abies 
of talking animals true in fact, or only true as they teach a true lesson? 
Whatisthe lesson taught here? When Adam and Eye heard God's 
voice (see story of Theodore Parker above) calling them, what did they 
do? Does wrong-doing usually make people cowards ? 

V. EDEN LOST.—When Adam was asked what he had been doing, 
was he brave enough to own his fault? (Gen. IIL: 12.8. f. B. G. p. 
16.) How was it with Eve? Did they get rid of the effects of their wrong 
doing by trying to throw the blame on some one else? Isn't such a 
course always mean and cowardly?) What was the penalty of Adam's 
wrong doing? Twonderif it istrue that wrong-doing always drives 
people away from Edensof happiness. Did Adam aud Eve ever set back 
again’? (Gens Th? Ss Sok. G. parr.) 

SUMMARY. 

The true things taught in this siory are: 

1. God has made us all ** Living Souls.” 

2. He has made certain Laws for our good, and teaches us what they are. 

3. If we disobey them we must suffer. 


4. Wrong doing makes people cowards, 


ADDITIONAL TOPICS FOR BIBLE CLASSES. 
Did man’s career on earth begin in an Eden? Place of man’s probable 
origin. Antiquity of man. Does our scientific knowledge of matter 


account for the existence and nature of mind? Persistent effects of 
wrong-doing. Heredity. 
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, LESSON III. 
THE STORY OF THE FLOOD. 

GOLDEN TEXT.—" While the earth remaineth, seed time and harvest, 
shall not cease.” 

(Read Gen. VI., VII., and VIII., also S. f. B. G. pp. 23-31.) 

I. PRELIMINARY.—Are there any proofs that what is now dry land 
has at some time been covered with water? (S. f. B. G. pp. 23-24.) What 
two explanations of this? (The scientific and legendary.) What is the 
scientific explanation? The legendary? Where is one of these legends 
to be found ? (Gen. VI., VII., VIII., and S. f. B. G. pp. 24-31.) 

Il. NOAH’S FLOOD. WHEN AND WHY IT CAME,—Tell in a few 
words the story. When isitsaid to have happened? (1656 years after 
the creation.) Who caused it? Why? Gen. VI: 5-7.) How long did 
the flood last? (Gen. VII: 11, and VIII: 13-14.) Over how much of the 
earth did it extend? Gen. VII: 19-21.8. f. B. G. p. 26.) When it is said 
that all the high hills under the whole heavens were covered,’ and, ‘‘ all 
flesh died that moved upon the earth,” could the writer have meant that 
only asmall part of the earth was covered by the flood ? ; 


III. HOW IT HAPPENED.—Whence came the water for the flood ? 
(Gen. VII: 11,8. fi B. G. p. 26.) What is meant by “fountains of the 
great deep?” What by ‘‘ windows of heaven?” (The ancients thought 
the earth a flat surface floating on a great ocean, and the sky or firma- 
ment, a solid wall built to hold up another great ocean aboveit. See 
Gen. TI: 7.) How high did the water rise? (Gen. VII: 19-20. 8S. f. B. G. 
p. 26.) How hjgh are the highest mountains? (29,000 feet.) If there are 
no fountains in or under the earth, and no reservoirs up in the sky, from 
whence came this great quantity of water? (All the water that ever falls 
upon the earth comes from the atmosphere, and if every particle of the 
moisture inthe atmosphere fell at once it would only make a layer 
over the whole earth five inches deep.) How did the water get away 
again after the flood? (Gen. VIII: 1. S. f. B. G, p. 27.) Does a wind ever 
dry up an ocean? Do youthink a wind could dry up an ocean so large as 
to cover the whole earth, and so deep as to cover the highest mountains ? 


TV. WHAT WAS SAVED.—How many and what people were saved 
from the flood? (Gen. VI: 18. S. f. B.G. p. 25.) Why saved? What 
else was saved? (Gen. VI’ 19-20. VII. 2-3. 8S. f. B. G. pp, 25-20.) How 
many animals would that make? Fourteen of each of the 10,000 species 


of birds now known would make 140,009 birds, and two each of the 750,000 
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known species of insects would give 1,500,000 insects. Besides these, Noah 
must have taken in not less than 16,772 other animals,such as horses; 
elephants, lions, snakes, etc. These animals live on different continents, 
and Noah had only seven days warning (Gen. VII: 1, 4); could he get 
them all together in that time? ; 

Vv. THE ARK.—By what means were all these people and animals to 
besaved? Describe the ark. (Gen. VI: 14-16.) How large in square 
yards? Could all the animals enumerated above, have found standing- 
room init? Would one small window, two feet square, furnish light for 
so large a house, and air forso great anumber of animals? (Teacher 
tell the children about the ‘‘ black hole”’ of Calcutta.) Where was Noah 
to get food to last all these animalsa year? (Gen. VI: 21.) Do youthink 
there would be room enoughin the ark to carry so much food? What 
had they to live upon after the flood was over? How did Noah find out 
when the flood was ended? Where did the ark rest? (Gen. VIII: 4.) 
Locate on a map. 

VI. THE RAINBOW.—What was the first thing Noah did after he came 
out of theark? (Gen. VIIT: 20.) How do you think men ever came to 
suppose such sacrifices would please God? (8S. f. B. G. pp. 28-29.) See 
what is said about sacrifices in Is. I: 11. What does the story say God 
promised Noah when he smelled the burning meat? (Gen, VIII: 21. 8. 
f. B. G. p. 29.) What pledge did God give that he would not forget his 
promise? (Gen. IX: 15-16. S.f.B.G. p. 30.) Do you think that is the 


real reason why we havea rainbow? How is the rainbow caused ? 


SUMMARY. 
1. This story describes a universal deluge, such as never could have oc- 


curred, 


2. It contains representations of God which never could have beer 
true, and could only have been /hought true by simple and childlike 
minds. 

3. Butit teaches the two great truths that sin brings destruction, an& 
that righteousness saves men, (though not just in the way this writer sup- 
posed,) and these are the lessons we want to learn from it. 


TOPICS FOR BIBLE CLASSES. 


Arguments against a universal deluge. Can the Genesis story be hon- 
estly interpreted as meaning a partial deluge? Deluge stories among 
other peoples. Origin of these stories. Are they traditions of great river 
inundations, or geological submergences, or are they another form of the 
creation story ? (See En. Brit. 9th, Ed. articles “ Deluge”’ and ‘‘ Cosmog- 
ony.) Did the Hebrews borrow their account from the Babylonians 2 
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LESSON Iv. 
THE TOWER OF BABEL. 


GOLDEN TEXT.—‘ Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” 
(Read Gen. X: 8-10.; XI, 1-9., and, f. B. G. 31-34.) 


I. INTRODUCTORY.—The tenth chapter of Genesis tells us how the 
descendants of Noah gradually increased in numbers till they became 
powerful tribes, and built great cities. Name four of these cities. (Gen. 
xX; 10. (In what country were they located) Character of the country 
of Shinar? The Greek name for Babel is Babylon; locate it on your 
map. Direction from Ararat? What is said in Gen. X: 9, about the 
man who founded these four cities? Do hunters live in cities? This 
story probably marks the time when the wandering hunter life was 
giving place toa settled lifein towns and cities. Which is the higher 
kind of life? 


Il. THE GREAT CITY AND TOWER.—After these hunters from the 
mountains round about Ararat had become farmers in the rich plain of 
Shinar, what did they decide to do? Of what was their city and tower 
to be built? Why not of stone? How are bricks made? Can they be 
made in all places? Advantages to the Jand of Shinar (or Chaldea) of 
having clay for brick? What reason is given for building a city and 
tower? Meaning of ‘ Let us make a name lest we be scattered abroad"? 
A state made up of wild hunters and wandering shepherds can only be 
kept from scattering abroad by permanent homes and the civilizing in- 
fluences of towns and cities. Would people ever have become civilized 
and enlightened, do you think, without the help of cities? Is God dis- 
pleased with men for doing that which helps to change the savage into 
the civilized man? 

V. THE CONFUSION OF TONGUES.— What does the story say about 
the language the people of Shinar spoke? Isittrue that all the people 
in the world once spoke one language’? If so, what language was it? 
and how did the first people learn to speak it? What are we told hap- 
pened while the people were building ?. Does God need to ‘‘ come down” 
to see what is being done on the earth? Was God pleased with what He 
saw? How did He show Ilis displeasure? Is this Tower-of-Babel-siory 


10 STORIES FROM GENESIS. 


the true explanation of how people came to speak different languages? 
(There must have been many languages spoken in the world long before 
a great city and tower like Babylon could have been built.) What othor 
explanation of it is there? (S.f. B. G. pp. 33-34.) Why should the Hebrew 
who wrote this story have thought Babylon the place where the different 
languages originated? Babylon was the oldest, largest and most won- 
derful city he knew about, and the name of its wonderful unfinished 
tower, which really means “ God’s gate,” but which he thought meant 
‘confusion,’ may have suggested this explanation both of there being 
different languages, and of the tower being unfinished. 


VI. SCATTERED ABROAD.—The story says that after the people 
could no longer understand each other they scattered abroad; Which do 
you think would come first, the new languages or the scattering? Why 
should the Hebrew writer have thought, as he seems to, that all the na- 
tions of the world came originally from Babylon? Probably because 
Babylon was so old and great, and because his own ancestors and their 
neighbors the Phoenicians and Arabs came from that region, and so he 
concluded that all people did. Is it true that all came from one place? 
What can you tell about Babylon, which makes it a very wonderful city, 
even though neither all the languages nor all the peoples of the world 
originated there? 

VIET. SUMMARY.—1. Babylon and the Tower of Babel are facts; their 
ruins still remain. 

2. It may be true that the city was destroyed through trying to make 
too great a nanie, i. e. through trying to become too powerful. 

3. God does punish wickedness, but not by ‘ floods” or ‘confusion of 
tongues.” 

BIBLE CLASS TOPICS.—Basis of facts in this legend. Origin of 
language. Two theories. Origin of languages. Had all the nations orig- 
inallya common home? Was it Babylon or vicinity ? Recent revelations 
of ‘ Assyriology."’ ‘t The Chaldean Genesis.’ 
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LESSON VY. 
ABRAHAM AND LOT. 

(Read 8. f. B. G. pp. 35-43, or Gen. XI: 10, 26-82. XII, XIII, XIV: 
1-16. XVIIL: 17-33. XIX: 24-29.) 

GOLDEN TEXT.—" Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” 

TI. ANCESTRY.—In the story of the Flood, we learned the names of 
Noah's three sons,—what were they? Gen. XI: 10-27, gives a list of the 
descendants of Shem, Noah’s oldest son, and among these we find the 
two names Abram (afterward changed to Abraham) and Lot. Who 
was Abraham’s father? Names of his brothers? Who was Lot? 


il. EARLY HOME AND MIGRATIONS.—Where did Abraham's 
father and his family live? Where is ‘Ur of the Chaldees?”’ (On the 
Euphrates, between the Taurus Mountains and the Mediterranean Sea. 
See map.) To what country did Terah, Avrahami’s father, decide to re- 
move? Did hegoso far? After Terah's death what command are we 
told the Lord gave to Abraham? (S, f. B. G. pp. 35-36. Gen. XII: 1-5.) 
Do you think the Lord really said these words ? What then is meant? 
(S.f. B. G. pp. 34,and bottom of page 36.) What was the land Abraham 
came to? Was that the same land tbat his father Terah had started to 
find? Who did Abraham take with him? What promise does the story 
say God made to Abraham after he reached the land of Canaan? (Gen. 
ENGR 7) 

IIT. IN EGYPT.—Tell the story of Abraham going down into Egypt. 
(S. f. B. G. pp. 87-88. Gen, XII; 10-20.) Which country would be most 
likely to have plenty of food, Egypt or Canaan? Why? What did 
Abraham doafter he got to Egypt which proved him to be acoward? Are 
liars always cowards? Do youthink it can be true that the Lord plagued 
Pharaoh's house (or family) because of the lie Abraham told? Would 
that have been right? Why then does the Bible say the Lord did it? 
(Many of these stories or Legends are very old, and originated among 
people whe had not yet learned how wrong it would be for God to do 
such things.) What command did Pharaoh give concerning Abraham 
after he found out that Sarai (or Sarah) was his wife? Which do you 
think acted most nobly in this affair, Abraham or Pharaoh? Meaning 
of “Pharaoh?” Where did Abraham go when he left Egypt? 
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IV. LOT.—Who was with Abraham all this time? Tell the story of 
the trouble between them, and how it ended. Did Abraham act nobly or 
meanly in the matter? What part of the country did Lot choose? 
What two things does the stery say God promised Abraham after Lot 


left him? (S. f. B. G. pp. 39-40. Gen. XIII: 14-17.) Were these new 
promises? Tell the story of Lat’s capture by the hostile kingsand his 


rescue by Abraham. (S.f. B. G, pp. 40-41. Gen. XIV: 12-16.) 

V. SODOM DESTROYED.—Near what city did Lot live? What kind 
of people lived in Sodom? What does the story say God determined to 
do with this wicked city ? Tell the story of the conversation about it be- 
tween Godand Abraham. (S. f. B. G. pp. 41-42. Gen. XVIIT: 23-33.) Do 
you think such a conversation ever really took place? Why was it 
written? (I think it was to show that the writer believed wickedness 
tc be so terrible a thing that it could cause the destruction of a whole 
city; and righteousness to be so excellent a thing that even a few right- 
cous people in awicked city might save it.) Ask your teacher if it is 
true that wickedness does sometimes, now-a-days, cause the destruction 
of cities and nations. How does the story say Sodom was destroyed? ~ 
What curious thing does the story say happened to Lot's wife? Do you 
think such a thing could be true? What aresome true things taught 
by this story of Lot and his wife? (S. f. B. G. p. 43.) 

SUMMARY .—1. This story of Abraham and Lot is partly,if not 
wholly, legend, not history. 

2. Itisof value: First,as showing what the ancient Jews thought 
about their nation’s origin and claim to Palestine: Second, as showing 
their thought about God, righteousness, and wickedness. 

3. We must not accept their thoughts upon any of these things as true, 
unless they seem to us, in the light we have to-day, to be true. 


FOR BIBLE CLASSES.—(Consult Bible for Learners, pp. 94-139.) 
Origin and probable age of these legends. Historical value. Value as 
character studies, Religious value. Origin of the Hebrews and of their 
claim to Palestine. Scientific basis for the story of Sodom, Value of 
Bible chronology as illustrated in Gen, X, and XI: 10-26. 


STORIES FROM GENESIS. 13 


LESSON VI. 
ABRAHAM AND HIS SONS. 

(Read 'S. f. B. G.opp.. 44-58. Gen. XV; 5-6. XVI; 15. XXII: 1-21 
XXII: 1-14.) 

GOLDEN TEXT.—‘‘I will make of thee a great nation.” 

I, PROMISES.—What promise did God give to Abraham, according to 
the story, before he left his home on the Euphrates? What after he 
reached Canaan? What made Abraham begin to doubt the promise? 
(S. f. B.G. p. 44.) Tell the story of his dream, or vision, and what the 
Lord said to encourage him. (Gen. XV: 1-5.) Whatis the meaning of 
“So shall thy seed be in number as the stars "? 


II. ABRAHAM’S WIVES.—How many wives had Abraham? Their 
names? What do we callthe custom of having two or more wives? Do 
the people of Asia, where Abraham lived, still have such acustom? Do 
any people in this country practice polygamy? Do we think it right? 
What trouble arose between Abraham's two wives? and how did it end? 
Will you read what the story says happened to Hagar after she ran away 
from home into the wilderness, (S.f. B. G. p. 45. Gen, XVI: 7-10.) Do 
you think a real angel came and talked with Hagar, or may the story 
only mean that as,Hagar thought more about it she came to think 
hat she ought to go back home? Did Hagar obey this good thought- 
angel? 

Ill. ISHMAEL.—After Hagar went back home, alittle baby came to 
her; what did she call him? When Ishmael was fourteen years old 
Abraham had another son: what was his name, and who was his 
mother? How did Hagar feel about this new baby that had come into 
the home? Why? Read or tell the story of what happened to Hagar 
and Ishmael because of the jealousy between the two mothers. (S. f. B. G. 
p.47.) Do you think Abraham did right thus to send the little boy and 
his mother away, alone,into the wilderness, perhaps to die? Do you 
think it true that God commanded Abraham to do it? Why does the 
story say so? What became of Ishmael? 


IV. ABRAHAM AND ISAAC.—How many children did Abraham 


have left after Ishmael was sent away? Can you think of any reasons 
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why Abraham should love very dearly the little boy Isaac? (8S. f. B. G 
p. 49.) What did the people in the country where Abraham lived be 
lieve about sacrifices? What does the story say the Lord tempted Abra- 
ham to do? Read what is said inthe New Testament about God 
tempting men. (Jas. I: 13.) Which do you think true? What may 


the expression, ‘God tempted Abraham,” mean? (S. f. B. G. p. 52, bot 
tom of page, and p. 53.) 

V. THE SACRIFICE OF ISAAC.—Who can tell the story of the 
sacrifice of Isaac? (S.f. B. G. pp. 50-52. Gen. XXII: 1-14.) Why did 
Abraham go to a mountain to offer his sacrifice? About how old, or 
large, was Isaac? Did you ever hear of anybody in this country killing 
his child to please God? (Teacher tell the story of Freeman.) How did 
Freeman's neighbors feel about what he had done? What kept Abra- 
ham from killing Isaac? What shall we understand by the angel of the 
Lord speaking tohim? (8. f. B.G. p.53.) Do you think Abraham was 
a brave man to obey this voice of conscience, when all the people 
around him thought and acted differently? Are you always brave 
enough to do what conscience tells you is right,even though you are 
laughed at or called mean for it? 


SUMMARY.—1. These stories of Abraham were written a long time 
ago, When people thought it right for a man to have several wives, to 
keep slaves, and to sacrifice his children to please his god. We to-day 
have learned better. 


2. They teach that God commanded Abraham to send away Hagar and 
Ishmael, and tempted him to sacrifice Isaac, neither of which could have 
been true of the God we worship. 

3. The reason why we are interested to-day to read and study these 
legends of Abraham, is because they picture him as, according to the 
ideas of those early ages,a great and noble man, who loved and trusted 
God and, inthe main, tried to do right, 


FOR BIBLE CLASSES.—Value of the legend of Hagar as an ac- 
knowledgement by the Jew of his relation to the Arab. Origin and 
meaning of the legend of the sacrifice of Isaac. Literary value of the 
legends of Abraham, Abraham asthe early Jewish ideal of a noble 
character, His religion, how differing from the religion of hisage. His 
morals as compared with the standards of the age which originated the 
legends; as compared with the moral standards of our times. Moral 
character of Abraham's God. 
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LESSON VII, 


ISAAC AND REBEKAH. 


GOLDEN TENXT,.—‘ He that is faithful in that which is least. is faithful 
also in much " 
(Read §. f. B. G. pp. 54-63. Gen XXIII, XXIV ) 


I. THE DEATH AND BURIAL OF SARAH.~—Isaac was saved from 
being sacrificed on Mount Moriah when a lad, perhaps seventeen years 
oid. Wehear nothing more of him tiliafter the death of his mother. 
Sarah. when he was thirty seven years old. Abraham does not seem to 
have yet owned any land in Canaan To whom did he go to buy a burial 
place orsepulchre? Read what Abraham said to the sons of Heth (or 
Canaanites) Sf B G.p 54 Gen. XXIII 4) Whatis the meaning of 
“stranger and sojourner ?° How was that true of Abraham’? What 
place diz Abraham choose for a sepulchre? Whyacave? Tell the 
story of the purchase (S f.B.G p 55. Gen XXIII 8-20.) 


Il A WIFE FOR ISAAC —After Sarah’s death what did Abraham 
wish Isaac to do? (S f B.G p 55.) Where did Abraham send for a wife 
for Isaac? Who wassent? Was Isaac asked about it? Does not that 
seem a strange way fora young manto geta wife? What was the first 
thing the servant did on arriving at the city of Nahor? (S f B.G p. is. 
Gen XXIV: 11) Did you ever see camels kneel down? What was the 
servant's object in thus stopping by fhe well of water outside the city’ 
How did he know that ‘‘at evening the women of the city would go out 
to draw water ’? (In those eastern countries, cities are frequently bu‘lt 
by a well. asin this country by a lake or river and it isthe work of the 
women to carry the water for family use from the wel] which is largely 
done in the cool of the evening ) What was the next thing the servant 
did after stopping at the well? Read his prayer (8.f.B G p.56 Gen 
XXIV: 12-14, 

Til. REBEKAH AT THE WELL —Who first came to the well? 
Give the conversation between her and Abraham's servant. Would it 
take much water to satisfy ten camels” How did she get the water from 
the well? Do you not think Rebekah roust have been a very kind and 
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obliging young lady todo so much to makeastranger and his beasts 
comfortable? What present did the servant give her? 


IV. AT REBEKAH’S HOME.—Tel! the story of Abraham’s servant 
being invited to Rebekah's home. Who was Laban? What did he do to 
make his guest comfortable? Before the servant would eat, what did he 
say he must do? What was his errand? What answer did Rebekah’s 
father and brother give to his request? To whom were presents then 
’ given, and what presents? What is raiment? Isit still the custom in 
that country to give presents when people are betrothed ? 


V. THE JOURNEY TO CANAAN.—Tell the story of Rebekah leay- 
ing her father’s house. (S. f. B. G. pp. 61-62. Gen. XXIV: 55-61.) Who 
went with her? Wow did they travel? Wasthe journey long? Give an 
account of her meeting Isaac, Did Isaac fiave a house to take her to? 
Why not go to Abraham's house to live? Was Isaac pleased with the 
wife the old servant had brought him os 


SUMMARY.—1. This story gives a beautiful and probably true picture 
of how people in Western Asia lived and what they believed three 
or four thousand years ago. 

2. We may learn from it the beauty and excellence of faithfully doing 
one’s duty, as did Abraham's servant; and of being kind and helpful to 
strangers and aged people, as was Rebekah, 

3. The story makes us feel that God did help and guide the faithful ser- 
vant in his journey,eyvenif wedo not believethat he answered his 
prayer in just the way the story says. We believe that God always helps 
all who try to do right. The best prayer is doing right, 


FOR BIBLE CLASSES.—Why the great dislike of a Canaanite wife 
for Isaac? Who were the Canaanites? (Phoenicians). Study the civil- 
ization of this remarkable people. Compare with Hebrew civilization 
in the time of Abraham; of Joshua, Did Abraham's friends in Messo- 
potamia believe in, and worship the same God he did? Eliezer the ideal 
servant; his idea of prayer—is it more or less to be deprecated than 
that theory of the universe which finds no place for prayer of any kind? 
Various particulars in which the story of Isaac is an echo of that of 
Abraham. (Each called his wife his sister, and for a like reason; each 
had an interview with Abimelech and his prime minister, ete., etc.) 
Explanation of this? (See Bible for Learners, vol. T, pp. 163-166.) 
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LESSON VIII. 
ESAU AND JACOB. 


GOLDEN TEXT.—‘ Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord.” 

(Read 8. f. B. G pp. 6471 Gen. XXV. 27-34. XXVII, XXVIII: 1-5 

In our last lesson we learned how Isaac got a wife; how was it ? To-day 
We are to iearn somctaing more about him. But first we want to know 
what became of the good old fatner Abraham, who can teil? \S.f B 
G p 64.) 

i THE TWO BROTHERS —How many children bad Isaac and 
Rebekah and what were their names? (S f B G p 64) Whatis said 
of each of the bors when they grew tobe men? (S.f BG p 64 Gen, 
XXV~27; Weread of Isaac and of Abraham dwelling in tents as welt 
as Jacob nad none of them houses? Wren of the two boys did the 
mother love best and why’ which the father and why” 


Il THE BIRTHRIGHT —Which was the elder of these two boys? 
What important privileges has tne oldes: son in eastern countries Dates 
f BG p 65) Whatisth? name of the elder brother’s privileges? Tell 
the story of how Jacoh bought his brothers birthright. (S f B G. pp 
65-66 Gen XXV_ 29-34) Whatis pottage? Whatare lentils? Doyou 
think it was right for Jacob to refuse to give his hungry brother food un 
Jess he would pay this great price forit? Whatdo youthink of Esau, 
who would sel! his right to own all his father’s property and to be chief 
of the tribe for just one meal of soup? Do men ever act so foolishly 
now a-days? When? 

Ill THE FATHER'S BLESSING —Did buying the birthright give 
Jacob full claim to it? What else was needed? (S.f. B G p 67) Tell 
thestory of how Jacob succeeded in getting this (S.f B.G pp 67-70. 
Gen XXVII 1-29.) Who helped Jacoh to deceive his old blind father? 
Which do you think was most in faultin this plan to deceive Rebekah 
or Jacob? Which was to be benefited by it” Which took the risk by 
promising to take the curse if itcame? Which was the most selfish? 
How did Rebekah disguise Jacob to make him seem like Esau? When 
Jacob brought his mother’s savory meat to Isaac, what two things made 
Tsaac think it was not Esau but Jacob” How did Jacob say he had 


18 STORIES FROM GENESIS. 


found the venison so quickiy? Was that true? Why did Isaac think he 
could tell who it was by feeling of him? What question did he ask 
Jacob and how did Jacob answer? Jacob has thus acted one lie, and 
told how many? Read the blessing that Isaac gave Jacob. (S.f B.G. 
pp. 69-70 Gen. XXVII. 27-29.) What does that mean’ Tell the story 
of Esau finding out that he had lost the ‘‘ blessing.’’ How did Isaac feel 
when he found he ‘had been deceived? How did Esau show how deeply 
he felt his great loss” Did his sorrow repair the wrong he did in selling 
his birthright at first? 

TV. ESAU’S HATRED AND JACOB'S FLIGHT.—What did Esau 
determine to do to his brother Jacob for having thus robbed him? How 
did Jacob find out Esau’s plans? What did Rebekah advise Jacob to do? 
Ilow did she get Isaac’s consent for him to go? To whom did he go? 
What relation was Laban to Jacob? 

SUMMARY.—1. The chief value of this story is as a warning not to do 
as these people did 

2. From Jacob’s example we may learn how coveting another’s pos- 
sessions may easily lead to deception and lying; and from Hsau'’s, how 
foolish it is to buy a present enjoyment by giving up a permanent good. 

FOR BIBLE CLASSES.—The land, history, and civilization of the 
Idomites (the descendants of Esau), and their relations with the Jews 
(the descendants of Jacob.) See Bible for Learners, Vol. I, pp. 166-168. 
The character of which brother do you think is the wortbier? Did the 
writer of the story think Jacob's inheritance of his father’s wealth and 
honor, the result of his actions being better pleasing to God than Hsau’s ? 
or was there supposed to be some magic power in Isaac’s blessing which 
even Jehovah was bound to respect, irrespective of fraud or lying? How 
do orthodox people now explain the story so as to get rid of its immorai 
teaching that God helps the crafty and cunning in their designs? Liter- 
ary, morai, and religious value of ‘he legend, 
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LESSON IX. 
JACOB’S FLIGHT AND RETURN. 


(Read S. f. B. G. pp. 74-89, or Gen. XXVIII: 10-22. XXIX: 1-20. 
MKT, KKM, KR MALT, ) 


GOLDEN TEXT.—" Few and evil have the days of the years of my 
life been.’ Gen. XLVIT: 9. 


I. THE JOURNEY TO HARAN.—In our last lesson what did we 
Jearn that Jacob did to escape from the anger of his brother Esau? 
In what direction would he travel to reach Haran? Where did he 
stop over night? Tell about his strange dream. What did he say when 
he woke up? Does it not seem strange that Jacob should not know that 
the Lord was in that place ? Is there any place where God is not? How 
did Jacob feel about being where God was? Why should he have been 
afraid? Does wrong doing always make people cowards? What did 
Jacob do in the morning? Ask your teacher about this custom of an- 
ointing stones. What vow did Jacob make? (S f. B. G. p.75. Gen. 
XXVIIT: 20-23.) What do you think of Jacob trying to make such a 
bargain with God? ,What about the truth of this story, and the way it 
came to be written? (S. f. B. G. p.76.) What are some of the angels 


which do come to men and serve them ? 


II. JACOB IN HARAN.—What is the first thing told of Jacob after 
he reached the land of Haran? Give his conversation with the men by 
the well. Tell the story of his meeting with Rachel and with Laban, 
What relation was each to him? What contract did Jacob soon make 
with Laban? Did Jacob think that a good while to work to get a wife? 
What is the custom with reference to weddings in the East? (S. f. B.G. 
p 79.) How did Laban use this custom to deceive Jacob? Did Jacob 
give up Rachel? How did he get her? After these seven years were 
over what did Jacob want to do? and on what condition did he stay with 


Laban? (S.f. B. G. pp. 79-80.) What was the result of this bargain? (S: 


£,B:G.;'p. 80.) 


III. JACOB LEAVES HARAN.—Tell the story of Jacob leaving 
Laban. What did Rachel carry with her? When Laban learned that 
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Jacob was gone, what did he do? Tell the story of the meeting between 
Laban and Jacob. (S.f. B.G. p. 81.) Did Laban find bis idols? What 
are idols? Why did Laban want so much to find them? Why did 
Rachel want them? What treaty did Laban and Jacob make? (S. f. B. 
G. pp. 82-83.) ° 


IV. MEETING WITH ESAU.—How long had Jacob been away from 
Canaan? What had become of Esau? (S. f. B. G. p. 83.) Why did Jacob 
send messengers to Esau, and with what message? What news did they 
bring back? How did this affect Jacob? Why should he have been 
afraid? (S. f.B. G.p. 84,bottom.) What did Jacob do to appease Esau ? 


V. WRESTLING WITH GOD.—What does the story say happened 
to Jacob after the servants had gone with the present? (8S. f. B.G. p. 
8. Gen. XXXII: 2-32.) Can this bea true story? Now did it get into 
the Bible? (S.f. B. G. p. 86.) Tell the story of the meeting of Jacob and 
Esau. What do you think of Esau’s treatment of Jacob? Did Jacob 
trust Esau’s friendship? (People very seldom trust those they have 
wronged.) Did the brothers keep together? Why not? What very sad 
thing happened to Jacob before he reached Canaan? (S. f. B. G. p. 89.) 
When he reached Canaan, did Jacob find the mother Rebekah alive who 
had sent him away? Was Isaac still living? 

SUMMARY.—1. Jacob was industrious and diligent, and so grew rich; 


but he also got much wealth through dishonesty, and this brought hinx 
neither friends nor happiness. 


2. We do not think God really came and talked to Jacob, and wrestled 
with him, as thestory says; though we think it is true that God cared 
for him wherever he went, just as He cares for everybody—even the 
most wicked, and tries to make them good. 


FOR BIBLE CLASSES.—(See Bible for Learners pp. 175-200. Vol. I.) 
Origin and meaning of ‘Sacred Stones.’ Relation of the story of Jacob's 
dream to stone worship? Traces of such worship in Hebrew literature. 
Compare story of Jacob’s wrestling with God with similar stories from 
Homer. Jacob as an example of religiousness divorced from morality . 
iNustrate. Compare Jacob’s morality with that taught in the Decalogue 
andin Proverbs. Which the older literature? Which the morality of 
the Hebrew people when this story was written? Jfow much of history 
in the story of Jacob ? 
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LESSON X. 
JOSEPH. 
(Read S. f. B. G. pp. 89-106. Gen. XXXVIT, XX XIX, XL, XLI.) 


GOLDEN TEXT.—“Seest thou a man diligent in business? he shal? 
stand before kings.” Prov. XXII: 29.) 


I. THE FAVORITE SON.—How many children had Jacob when he 
came into Canaan? Which did he love best,and why? Tell about the 
‘coat of many colors.’’ How aid Joseph’s brethren feel about their father 
loving him best? What else made them hate Joseph still more? Tell 
Joseph’s dreams. (S. f. B. G. p. 90. Gen. XXXVITI: 5-10.) What did 
Joseph and his brethren think the dreams meant? What was the oc- 
cupation of Jacob’s sons? Did they own fields in which to pasture their 
flocks? What did they do for pasture? Tell the story of Joseph being 
sent to inquire after them. (S. f. B. G.p. 91. Gen. XXXVIT: 12-17) 
What did the brethern say when they saw him coming? Which brother 
tried to save him, and how? What was finally done with Joseph? (S. 
f. B. G. pp. 92-93. Gen. XXXVITI: 23-28.) Who bought him, and for how 
much? After having done the one wrong of selling Joseph for a 
slave, what other wrong did the brothers do to hide it? (S f. B.G.p. 
93. Gen. XXXVIT: 31-32.) What did Jacob do when he heard their 
story? Whatissackcloth? Do you think Joseph’s brethren had any 
good reason for disliking him? (S, f. B. G. p. 4.) Had they a suffi- 
cient reason for killing him or selling him fora slave? (All this 
trouble seems to have grown, first, out of Jacob’s partiality for Joseph, 
which was wrong, and, second, out of their common belief in dreams. 


which was foolish.) 


III. JOSEPH IN EGYPT.—Where was Joseph taken by the merchants 
who bought him ? What next befell him? (S. f.B.G. p.95. Gen, XX XIX 
1.) What kindof aservant did he make? How far did his master trust 
him ? Who tempted Joseph to do wrong, and what came of it? (S. f. B.G. 
pp. 96-97.) What is said of Joseph in prison? Do you think he would have 
been so trusted by both Potiphar and the keeper of the prison if he had 
not proved himself worthy of trust? Tfow didhe do this? What two 
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distinguished prisoners were put into prison while Joseph was there? 
How did he come to know them? (S. f. B. G. pp. 97-98. Gen. XI: 1-4.) 


III. DREAMS.—What does the story say happened to each of the 
prisoners to make him sad? Who interpreted the dreams? Did the 
interpretations come true? How much longer did Joseph stay in 
prison? How did he get out at last? (S. f. B. G. p. 101, Gen. XII: 
9-14.) What were Pharaoh's two dreams. and what did Joseph tell him 
they meant? (8S. f. B. G. p. 100. Gen. XLI: 17-82.) Does God warn 
people now-a-days when thereis going to bea famine, or a dreadful 
storm, ora railroad accident? Do you think He was kinder to the 
people of Egypt 4,000 years ago than to the people of Ireland, and India, 
and America now? What did Joseph advise Pharaoh todo? (8S. f. B. 
p. 103. Gen. XLI: 84-36.) Whom did he appoint? Does it notseem a 
little strange that a prisoner should offer to advise a great king, and 
should at once be appointed ruler of the whole kingdom? How old 
was Joseph when he became ruler of Egypt? What did he do during 
the seven years of plenty? What in the seven years of famine? 


TV. CAUSE OF PROSPERITY.—What does the writer of this story 
think was the cause of Joseph being thus advanced to this position of 
honor and power? (8. f. B. G. p. 105.) Where did Joseph (as well as the 
writer of the story) think his (Joseph’s) wisdom came from? (S. f. B. 
G pp. 105-106.) 


SUMMARY.—1. People now do not believe so much in dreams as the 
writer of this story did; but we do believe, just as he did, that Joseph's 


wisdom, and every person’s wisdom, does in some way come from God. 


2. The boy Joseph was proud and conceited, and this brought him into 
trouble; when he learned through trouble to be humble, industrious and 
careful about all his work, he won favor and was promoted to honor. 


FOR BIBLE CLASSES.—Belief in dreams _ historically considered. 
Their importance in the Joseph legends, Moral and religious character 
of Jacob and Joseph compared. Character of the God they each wor- 
ship. Does the contrast denote a different age in which the two 
sets of legends grew up? Side light thrown by this story upon the civil- 
ization of Egypt, and the relative civilization of the Hebrews. Historical 


basis for the story. 
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LESSON XI. 
JOSHPH AND HIS BRETHREN. 


(Read 8. f. B. G. pp. 106-128. Gen, XLEI—L.) 


GOLDEN TEXT.—“ Behold how good and how pleasant it is for breth- 
ren to dwell together in unity.” Ps. CX XXIII: 1. 


I, JOSEPH MEETS HIS BRETHREN,.—Was the famine which Jo- 
seph predicted confined to Egypt? (S. f. B.G. p. 106. Gen. XLT: 56.) 
Who went down from Canaan to buy corn in Egypt? To whom did they 
go? What did Joseph say to them, and how did they reply? (s, f. B. 
G. p. 108. Gen, XLII: 9-14.) What proof did Joseph ask that they were 
not spies? Which one of the brethren did he keep as a prisoner till Ben- 
jamin shouJd be brought? Tell the story of the brothers reaching home. 
(S. f. B. G. pp. 110-111. Gen. XLIT: 35-38.) What made Jacob finally con- 
sent for Benjamin to go down to Egypt? What did they carry as a pres- 
ent to Joseph? (S. f. B.G. p. 114. Gen, NLITT: 11-12.) Were all the 


things mentioned produced in Canaan ? 


Il, JOSEPH AND BENJAMIN—How did Joseph receive his breth- 
ren on this second yisit? What happened at the feast which made the 
brethrenmaryel? Tell the story of the silver cup. (S.f. B.G. pp. 117-118. ) 
Meaning of “divineth?’? Read what Judah said to Joseph. (S. f. B. G. 
pp. 119-120.) Gen. XLIV: 18-34. What do you think of the man who 
made that speech? Do you remember any other good thing about 
(See Gen. XLVI: 21.) What did 
How did his brethren feel when 
What did he 


Judah? How old was Benjamin? 
Joseph do after Judah had spoken? 
they found that this great man was their brother Joseph ? 
say to comfort them? If what Joseph said was true, did that take away 

What message did Joseph 
Gen. XLV: 9-13.) What did 


the wrong of the brothers in selling him? 


send to his father? (S. f. B. G. pp. 121-122. 
Pharaoh say when he heard that Joseph’s brothers had come? (S. f. B- 
G. p. 122, : 

Ill. JACOB IN EGYPT.—Tell the story of Jacob receiving the mes” 
Where did Joseph meet Jacob on his way from 


sage from Joseph. 


Canaan? Where is Goshen? What advice did he give his brethren 
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about what they should tell Pharaoh of their occupation? Why should 
shepherds be “an abomination to the Egyptians?” (S. f. BiG. p. 126.) 
Does any one know of any historical reason for this? Tell thestory of 
Jacob meeting Pharaoh. How old was Jacob? (S. f. B.G. p. 126; see also 
p. 20.) What are some of the things you have learned about him that 
would make Jacob think his days had been evil? How long did Jacob 
live in Egypt? What charge did he give his sons about burying him? 
Who can tell the story of the mourning? What is embalming ? What 
do we call bodies which have been embalmed? Are any of the old 
Egyptian mummies yet in existence ? 


IV. LAST DAYS OF JOSEPH.—What proofs did his brethren give, 
after their father’s death, that they yet feared Joseph? (S. f. B. G. p. 127. 
Gen. L.: 15-18.) Wow did Joseph feel about their fears, and what did he 
say to them? How old was Joseph when he died? What was done with 
his body, and why? What proofs do you find in this story that Joseph 
was agreat man? (S, f. B. G. p. 124.) To whom did the writer of the 
story think his greatness due? Is this true of every great man? What 
two things that Joseph was, can every boy and girl be? (S.f B.G. p. 
T34.) 

SUMMARY.—1. We do not know who wrote the story of Joseph, nor 
azure we certain that it is all exactly true; but it is the story of a wise, 
kind, good man, whom it will do us good to study about. 


2. Joseph’s faith in God's care over him made him brave in adversity 


and humble in prosperity; and a like faith will do us a like good. 


FOR BIBLE CLASSES.—Origin of the king of Egypt's claim to all 
Jands except those of the priests. Divination as practiced by Egyptian 
and Hebrews. Iéxtent of influence wielded through its use. IListorical 
basis of thestory of Jacob’smigration to Egypt and settlement in Goshen, 
and of the Egyptian hatred of shepherds. Sources of our knowledge of 
Kzgyptology. Harmony between known Egyptian manners and customs 
and the pictures in this story. Character of Joseph as compared with 
modern ideals. 
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LESSON XII. 
‘REVIEW. 


INTRODUCTION.— Who Wrote the Genesis Stories?— People used to 
think that all the book of Genesis, as well as the next four books in the 
Bible, were written by Moses, who lived from two to four hundred years 
after the time of Joseph, and some thirteen hundred years before Christ. 
It was thought that God told Moses what.to write, and that, therefore, 
what he wrote must every word be true. But we think we have reason 
to believe that God did not speak to persons in the old times in any dif- 
ferent ways from those in which THe speaks to us now. (Several of the 
ways in which God speaks to people in every age and nation have been 
mentioned in the preceding Jessons. Recall some of these and talk with 
your teacher about them). It has now been found out that Moses prob- 
ubly did not write any of the Genesis Stories, and only a very little, if 
any, of the next four books of the Bible. They were written by several 
different writers who lived at different times, some of them a long time 
after Moses. These writings, consisting of bits of history and biography, 
genealogies, (meaning of that word?) legends, scraps of poetry, and 
stories that came into existence nobody knows how, were finally gath- 
ered together by some writer or writers, we do not know just when (per- 
haps from about 536 to 444 B. C., 7. ¢., some 800 years after the time of 
Moses), and made into the books we call Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers and Deuteronomy. Jnowing that this is the way these books 
originated explains why they contain some things that we are not to 


understand as facts. 
* 


2. Why then Read and Study these Stories and Books ?—Yirst, because we 
constantly find references to them in other books, and we need to have 
read them for ourselves in order to understand these references; second 
so many people all about us still believe them to be al/ (rue that we need 
to study them for ourselves to see how it looks to us; third, we find so 
many things taught in them that we are sure we true that the stories are 


well worth our studying on account of these true things. 


T. THE CREATION.—Repeat the order of creation, as givenin Gen. L.: 
as givenin Gen. II, How long a time did creation take? How long a 
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time do scientists think it has taken to make the world asitisnow? Is 
creation ended yet? Would God be the Creator just the same whether 


the creation took a long or a short time? 


II. THE FIRST MAN AND WOMAN.— Where does the Genesis 
story say the first man and woman lived? Does the writer think men 
were better or worse off at the beginning than now? What do scientists 
think aboutit? Which is most encouraging, to believe that people have 
grown worse since they were created, or that they have been steadily 
growing better? Which theory honors God, the Creator, most? 


Ill. THE FLOOD AND TOWER OF BABEL.—Who can tell the story 
of the Flood? Over how much of the earth did it extend? (Gen. VII: 
19-23.) Would such a flood be possible? Why? What kind of floods 
have there been? Who can tell the story of the Tower of Babel? What 
proof is there that such a tower was once built? Does this story give 
the true explanation of how people came to speak different languages ? 
What is the true explanation ? 


IV. ABRAHAM AND LOT.— What good things do you remember 
about Abraham? What things that were not so good? Whocan tell the 
story of Lot and Sodom? (Gen. XVIiI: 20-21; XIX: 24-28.) Do you 
think this a truestory? Reasons. Isit true that wickedness does some- 
times cause the destruction of cities and nations as well as individuals ? 


How? 


V. ISAAC.—Who can tell the story of the sacrifice of Isaac? The 
story of Freeman and his child? Do you think God told one any more 
than the other to sacrifice his child? When Isaac was grown how did 
he get a wife? 

VI. JACOB AND ESAU.—How many children had Isaac, and what 
were their names? What rights had the eldest, and how did Jacob, the 
younger, get these rights for himself? Which do you think was the 
better man, Jacob or Esau? Why? Was Jacoba happy man? (Read 
Gen. XLVIT: 9.) 

VII. JOSEPH AND HIS BRETHREN.—How many sons had Jacob? 
Which was his favorite? Tell the story of Joseph. Who did he think 


helped him to become wise and great? Was he right in thinking so? 


